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away gasping, belly uppermost, as though they were in an
apoplectic fit.
Abraham's interest in the pool is explained by a delicious
legend. He had refused to worship fire when ordered to
do so by Nimrod; and the mighty conqueror was so ex-
asperated that he hurled him with his own hands from the
summit of the citadel rock into a burning fiery furnace
which he had kindled for his reception at the bottom. The
Patriarch dropped unhurt, though it was a long cast even
for Nimrod; and the fountain sprang up at the touch of
his feet and extinguished the fiery furnace.
If this explanation should appear to be not quite suffi-
ciently coherent, we can only admit that primitive Paganism
tells a much more plausible tale. The pool belonged of
old to Derceto (Dagon, Atergatis), the ancient Syrian
fish-goddess. They are lineal descendants of her carp that
inhabit its waters to this day.